
Committee(s) 
 

Dated: 
 

Policy & Resources – for decision 
 

14 December 2017 

Subject: 
Sponsorship of Centre for London research project 
 

Public 
 

Report of: 
Director of Communications 

For Decision 

Report author: 
Colton Richards, Corporate Affairs Officer 

 
Summary 

 
The City of London Corporation has been approached by the Centre for London to 
sponsor a research project, provisionally entitled ‘How can London strengthen its 
relations with the rest of the UK?’ This will entail looking at both the perceptions of 
and existing relationships between London and the rest of the UK.  
 
The research project will be co-sponsored by City Hall, London Councils and TfL.  
It seeks to set out recommendations and opportunities on how London can connect 
with the rest of the country. Special focus will be made on the roles of the Northern 
Powerhouse, Industrial Strategy and Metro Mayors in contributing to regional 
renaissance and rebalancing. 
 
Members are asked to approve sponsorship of the research project at the cost of 
£25,000.  
 

Recommendation 
 
Members are asked to: 
 

 Agree to sponsor the Centre for London’s research project, provisionally 
entitled ‘How can London strengthen its relations with the rest of the UK?’ for 
£25,000, from the Policy Initiatives Fund. 

 
Main Report 

 
Background 
 
1. The Centre for London is a politically-independent, not-for-profit think-tank and 

charity focused on exploring economic and social challenges across London. The 
Centre of London’s stated aim is to work with policymakers to develop “long-term, 
rigorous and radical solutions” for London.  
 

2. The City Corporation has a longstanding relationship with the Centre for London, 
having provided seed funding when the Centre was first set up in 2011, and 
further core funding in 2012 and 2013. We have collaborated with the Centre for 
London on a number of high-level events and projects, including being a sponsor 
of its annual set-piece London Conference in 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017. 



 
3. We have been approached by the Centre to sponsor a research project looking at 

how the capital can strengthen its relations with other parts of the country.  
 

4. London Councils, City Hall and Tfl are co-sponsoring the project. 
 

5. The project itself will pose two sets of related questions. The first will explore 
what more the capital could do to improve relations with the rest of the UK. The 
second will examine the issue raised by the UK’s regional inequalities through a 
London lens. The Centre for London plans to look at what role London plays in 
“sustaining the UK’s geographical imbalances” and analyse what the costs and 
benefits are of the dominance of the capital.  

 
Proposal 

 
6. It is proposed that the City Corporation agree to sponsor the research project for 

£25,000. As a sponsor, the City Corporation would have: 
 

 Co-signing on the foreword of the research paper, alongside Mayor of London 
Sadiq Khan and Chair of London Councils (and Leader of Haringey) Cllr 
Claire Kober.  

 Speaking opportunity for the Policy Chairman on one of the panels at the 
publication launch event 

 Membership on the advisory Board, which will ensure we are consulted on the 
report’s ongoing progress and able to shape and influence its direction. 

 Invitation to project workshops and related events 

 The recommendations put forward will be discussed by all partners to the 
research project before finalisation. 

 Prominent acknowledgement in the final publication 
 

Implications 
 
7. It is proposed that the required funding of £25,000 is drawn from the Policy 

Initiatives Fund 2017/18, categorised under Events and charged to City’s Cash. 
The current uncommitted balance in the 2017/18 Fund is £152,565 prior to any 
allocation being made for any other proposals on today’s agenda. 

 
Conclusion 

 
8. Sponsoring this research project will provide an opportunity for the City 

Corporation to continue to engage with politicians and other audiences on key 
policy issues and to demonstrate the City Corporation’s involvement in the policy 
debates on the future of London. This also accords well with the City 
Corporation’s recently-initiated regional strategy, which seeks to forge further 
links with cities across the country, including Edinburgh, Belfast and Manchester. 
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